
Teacher: Mr. Kirkpatrick  
 
Title: Mobile Sculpture    
 
Grade Level: 5th – 6th  
 
Brief History/ Background: Alexander Calder was an 
American sculptor who invented the mobile sculpture in 
the 1930s. His mobile sculptures were made of wire and 
shapes that moved when touched or by air current.  
 
Standards:  

• 2.3 Geometry  
• 2.4 Measurement and data 
• 3.2 B. Physics 1. Force and Motion  
• 9.1 A. Shape, line, rhythm, and balance 
• 9.1 B. Paint and sculpt  

  
Goal: Create a mobile sculpture.  
 
Objectives:  

Students will: 
1. Create a design plan or technical drawing  
2. Draw, paint and sculpt abstract art 
3. Build a 3-D object 
4. Use problem solving skills 

 
Supplies/Materials: pliable wire, heavy paper, tempera or acrylic paint, assortment of brushes, scissors, 
hole punch, pliers, wire cutters, rulers, pencils 
 
Teacher Preparation: Cut 4 wire strips that are, 12”, 10”, 8”, and 6” for each student. Students may cut 
more if they chose.  
 
Teaching: 

Introduction/ Essential Question: Can sculptures move? 
 
Directions:  

1. Sketch three ideas for your mobile sculpture. Your sketch needs to have at least 4 wires 
and 5 shapes attached together. Shapes can vary in size and kind. Make sure to think 
about how your piece will be balanced when suspended. Paperclips will hold the wire and 
shapes together. Pick one sketch for your final. 

2. On a piece of paper provided, create an abstract painting. Wait for the painted side to dry 
and create another abstract painting on the other side. Wait for it to dry. 

3. With a pencil, trace your shapes based on your sketch, over your abstract painting. 
Shapes should not be bigger than 4” around or smaller than 2” around.  

4. Cut out your shapes with scissors and put them to the side. 
5. There are 4 wires we need to bend; 12”, 10”, 8” and 6” long. With pliers clamp the 

middle of each wire and fold the ends of the wire over each other, so there is a loop in the 
middle.  

6. Fold the ends of each wire to make loops. There should be loops on each end of the wires 
and a loop in the middle. Make sure all loops are closed off by apply pressure to the wire 
loops with the pliers.  



7. Arrange your wires to look like your sketch. Attach the loops to one another with paper 
clips. The top middle loop on your sculpture should not have anything attached. That’s 
where we are going to hang it from.  

8. Take each of your shapes and punch a hole in where you want them to hang. Loop 
paperclips through the wire loops and then hang the shapes on the end of the paper clip.  

9. Lastly, loop a piece of 12” string through the top middle loop of your mobile. Tie the 
ends together with a double knot.  

10. Find a place to hang your mobile sculpture and watch it move! 
 
 Closure:  

1. Critique each student’s work with 2 likes and 1 wish. 
 

Critique/Evaluation/Assessment: Students will be evaluated on following directions and their 
participation. 
 
Adaptation: Students may create a mobile with one wire and two shapes. 
 
Extensions: Work in sketchbook or finish cardboard sculptures.    
 
Time Budget: 9:30-12:30 
 
Intro: 10min, Drawing Demo: 5min, Drawing: 15min, Painting Demo: 5min, Painting: 30min, Cutting 
demo: 5min, Cutting: 15min, Wire Demo: 5min, Wire construction: 45min, Wrap-up: 15min, Class 
critique: 30min 
 
Vocabulary: 
 
Mobile- moving sculpture  
 
sculpture- three dimensional work of art 
 
shape- flat enclosed area  
 
line- a path created from a moving point 
 
balance- how elements are arranged in a work of art 
 
Symmetry- equal arrangement of elements on both sides; a mirror image 
 
Asymmetry- unequal arrangement of elements  
 
Safety Concerns:  
 

1. Careful use of the materials. 
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