
Teacher: Will Kirkpatrick 

Title: Surrealist Collage  

Grade: Middle School 

Brief History: Surrealism was a 1920s art movement that pulled inspiration from the 

subconscious mind. Surrealism mixed reality with fantasy and aimed to create works of art that 

were dreamlike and illogical.  

Post Modern Principles of Art: 

• Recontextualization 

Standards: 

9.1.5.B. Use art elements and principles to create original artwork.  
 
9.1.5.C. Recognize and use fundamental vocabulary within each of the arts forms.  
 
9.2.5.C. Relate works in the arts to varying styles and genre and to the periods in which they were 

created. 

• Surrealism 

9.4.5.B. - Investigate and communicate multiple philosophical views about works in the arts. 
 

Goals: Create a multimedia surrealistic collage.  

Objectives:  

1. Describe some characteristics of surrealism.  

2. Identify recontextualization in artwork.  

Supplies/Materials: Sketchbook, 8.5 x 11 or 11x14 construction paper, pencils, colored pencils, 

erasers, sharpeners, tempera paint, magazines, glue, scissors, assortment of brushes, palettes, 

paper towels, cups of water 

Teaching: 



 Intro: What is surrealism? What are some characteristics? What is a collage? What is 

recontextualization?  

Directions: 

1. Create a class rubric with students. 

2. Sketch idea(s) for your collage in your sketchbook.  

3. Get a small or large piece of construction paper. 

4. Look for magazine images. 

5. Cut out magazine images. 

6. Arrange images on your construction paper. 

7. Glue images down.  

8. Use mixed media if desired.  

Adaptations: 

Students do not have to collage; they may work with a media that is comfortable for them.  

*One student asked me if they could build a cardboard castle and then collage over it. 

Vocabulary: 

Surreal- having the disorienting, hallucinatory quality of a dream; unreal; fantastic. 

Surrealism- a 20th-century modernist movement in art and literature that sought to release the 

creative potential of the unconscious mind. 

collage- a piece of art made by sticking various different materials such as photographs and 

pieces of paper or fabric onto a backing. 

Recontextualization- to take something and give it a new meaning.  

References: 

http://www2.ucsc.edu/dreams/Library/hall_1953a.html 

http://www.dreammoods.com/dreaminformation/dreamtheory/freud.htm 

http://www.theartstory.org/movement-surrealism.htm 

http://salvadordalipaintings.blogspot.com/2008/09/geopoliticus-child-watching-birth-of.html 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WKIBbVaxjc 

 


